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Easter Letter 

Dear friends,   

As this letter goes out we are fast approaching Easter.   

It is becoming more common these days, that before the latest 

film or TV series is released, you’ll probably be able to find out 

exactly what happens in it by previews in various forms. The 

Easter story is a little similar for us. We have read it, we have 

watched it and listened to it and we know exactly how it is going 

to end up and exactly what will happen. We have the sadness of 

Good Friday, the despair of the cross, the emptiness felt but 

then…….the resurrection. Jesus is no longer dead but has risen 

to life. Alleluia! 

In these extraordinary times of our lives when nothing seems 

‘normal’, when some are sad, some despairing, some tired and 

overworked others lonely and isolated. It is at this time that we 

need to remember that we are the Body of Christ….united 

spiritually while physically dispersed.  

Remembering that we are part of the Body of Christ, part of a 

larger community, can be really important in such times as these. 

Let’s continue pulling together, supporting and encouraging one 

another, praying for one another so that together, even though 

physically apart we continue to witness to God’s love, mercy, 

peace, hope and abundance to us in these difficult and anxious 

times. 

The church building is closed the CHURCH is open! 
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John Chapter 11 v 25 Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the 

life”.  

May God lead you, guide you and forever keep you safe in his 

care.  

Happy Easter!  

With love from Sally 

 

Service Dates  

In line with Government advice and Church of England regulations ALL 

services (including meetings, groups, Messy Church etc….) are suspended 

and church buildings are to remain closed until further notice. 

The building is closed – but the ‘church’ (the people) are active and out 

there….so keep ‘being church’ – sharing and showing God’s love to the 

community and the world. Bless you, with my thoughts and prayers,  

 

E-magazine 
 

Welcome to this e-magazine.  As a printed magazine is not possible 

currently, we decided to produce this electronic version.  Please send it 

to anybody who you think would like to read it, there is no charge.  

 

I have included all of our usual adverts but, of course, businesses and 

organisations are not operating as normal due to the necessity for social 

distancing and isolation during the current Coronavirus pandemic. 
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Prayers for March 2020  

Thank you, Sharon, for writing these prayers.  Sharon wrote these before 

we were asked to stay at home to prevent the spread of Coronavirus.  

However, please use these prayers as a guide and substitute your own 

revisions where appropriate ( Sue, editor) 

“Jesus drank the wine and said ”It is finished”  Then he bowed his head and 

died” John 19 : 30 

1 We pray for peace in the world, in our community and in our 

homes 

2 We pray for God to be close to all who need him.  We pray that 

many will read the Bible and receive God’s teaching and comfort 

3 Pray for the safety of children as they break up for the Easter 

holidays 

4 Pray for churches everywhere that they may share the love and 

grace of God with all 

5 Palm Sunday – Give thanks as we remember Jesus riding in to 

Jerusalem as the King of Kings in humility with grace and 

compassion.  Rejoice that he is Lord of all and worthy of great 

honour and yet he meets us where we are to be our friend and our 

saviour 

6 Remember the homeless and  those who are struggling financially 

7 May God be with us at our Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

today.  Pray that he will bless and guide us and especially the 

members of the PCC 

8 Pray for Easter Assemblies in schools wherever it is possible for 

them to take place 
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9 Maundy Thursday – Contemplate on the last supper that Jesus 

took with his disciplines and remember Jesus’ at his betrayal in 

the Garden of Gethsemane 

10 Good Friday – Reflect on the sacrifice that Jesus made.  Give 

thanks that he laid down his life for us so that we can be free from 

sin.  Tell him in Prayer how grateful you are.  

11 Pray for all those affected by COVID-19 and their families 

12 Easter Day – pray for all the special services & celebrations – 

Alleluijah – Christ is Risen 

13 Pray for safety for all Christians and Aid Workers all over the 

world 

14 We give thanks for our Vicar Heather and Sharon our Curate.  

Thank God for all their hard work, compassion, gifts and 

ministries.  May He bless them in all they do 

15 Remember refugees throughout the world today and pray that 

they may find a place of safety and hope for their futures 

16 Remember and pray for the elderly and for our local care homes 

and their staff 

17 We ask Jesus to sustain all those who care for someone at home  

18 Pray for all NHS staff as they continue to work under pressure 

19 Ask God to bless us at our Annual Parochial Church Council 

meeting and combined service today 

20 For anyone who is bereaved – May they turn to Christ and receive 

his unfailing love and comfort  

21 For all parents we pray for patience, love and the ability to guide 

their children 



7 

 

22 For anyone who is facing a difficult situation or decision – may 

they turn to Christ for comfort and guidance 

23 We remember the fantastic work of the Scouting movement, the 

Girl Guides, Brownies and Rainbows. Ask that our uniformed 

groups will be blessed through their activities as they bless others 

24 Pray for our Church Wardens and our PCC with their many 

responsibilities 

25 For Food Banks and the families who currently need to use them 

26 Take a look at the beauty in nature today and thank God for his 

marvellous creation 

27 Pray for our nation and our Government may they receive 

wisdom from God in their leadership and serve with integrity 

28 Pray about social media – for its safe usage and that ways can be 

found to ensure this technology enriches our lives 

29 Listen to the news today and pray for whatever touches your heart 

30 For community life – that we will all have time for our 

neighbours 

 

Lent and Easter 
 

Sadly, the Lent and Easter activities advertised in last month’s magazine 

cannot take place but we should still commemorate these significant dates. 

Palm Sunday – 5th April 

Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
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Maundy Thursday   9th April 

Maundy Thursday marks the night of the Last Supper.  At the Last Supper, 

Jesus commanded that people should love one another. He then washed the 

feet of his disciples as an act of kindness. 

Good Friday – 10th April 

Good Friday commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus and his death 

at Calvary. 

Easter Day - Sunday 12th April 

Easter Day commemorates the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, 

described in the New Testament as having occurred on the third day after 

his burial following his crucifixion. 

 

Thank you to all who supported the World Day of Prayer – we raised about 

£200 for the charities that the WDOP support. It was so lovely to be able to 

worship together with each of our churches being represented. 

It is sad that we cannot worship together at the moment (our Easter day on 

the Hayes is also suspended as we are not allowed to facilitate public 

worship) but we can still be united in prayer… so do let us continue to pray 

for one another…. for…. “How good and pleasant it is when brothers and 

sisters live together in unity…for there the LORD bestows his blessing, 

even life forevermore.” (Psalm 133)       
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SAINTS PROJECT 

This is one of the newest charities and also one of the most local of 

charities, being situated in Nuneaton. You may have seen many Saints flags 

flying around the former old Conservative Club building on the corner of 

Bond Gate/Newdegate Street. Older readers may remember visiting St. 

George's Hall, the lovely dance hall, for balls or wedding receptions many 

years ago and which, in later years became a nightclub. The building has 

now been transformed on the ground floor. A group of churches of 

different denominations and other Christian organizations came together 

with a vision for a place in Nuneaton; and led by the charity Together for 

Change Coventry and Warwickshire, who specialize in tackling poverty to 

bring positive change to their communities they searched for a suitable 

building. They signed for this building last summer and after a lot of hard 

work by volunteers opened their doors in January of this year. 

There are many "zones" in the building. Enterprise and Equipping is one 

zone, where the aim is to tackle unemployment and lack of education by 

providing opportunities for people to start their own small business 

enterprise and to also equip people with skills for life. 

Stalls can be hired here for your own creative enterprise or somewhere to 

shop for those who want to shop local and support local businesses. 

Learning Zone offers space to host classes and courses. Maybe you have a 

skill to teach others and a room is available to hire for this purpose, or 

maybe you would like to learn something new such as making willow 

items, floral design or family art classes or to upgrade English and Maths. 

Business meetings can also be held here. 
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Cafe and Children's Play Space. There is a lovely free children's play area 

equipped with a variety of toys, books and a willow playhouse, where 

children can play while you relax in the adjacent cafe with a drink or lunch. 

The cafe is also available to book for an evening event. Free Wifi is also 

available for people to study or catch up on work whilst having a drink. 

FairTrade also have a stall in the building, which is welcome news for 

those who used to buy fairly traded food, cards, gifts and cleaning products 

formerly at the Sycamore Tree, which sadly closed in 2016. 

Sport and Support. There are plans in the future to use the upper floor to 

support people's physical, emotional and mental well being by offering 

sport activities and providing all age, family friendly exercise classes for 

the whole family; so keep an eye open for the opening of Phase 2. 

Unfortunately, at the time of writing, like many other places, this building 

is now closed temporarily, due to the Coronavirus, but keep it in mind to 

visit for when it re-opens. 

Lynda Kelly 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

you taught us to love our neighbour,  

and to care for those in need  

as if we were caring for you. 

 In this time of anxiety,  

give us strength to comfort the fearful,  

to tend the sick,  

and to assure the isolated  

of our love, and your love,  

for your name’s sake.  

Amen. 

(Taken from https://www.churchofengland.org/ 

You can find more Coronavirus prayers there.) 

 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/
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S  - Hot Cross Buns (makes 12) 

Preparation 1.5 hours plus rising, Cooking 25 minutes 

Ingredients  

 

450g / 1lb strong 

plain flour 

50g / 2oz caster 

sugar 

25g / 1 oz fresh 

yeast  or 20 ml / 4 

tsp dried  yeast 

 

150ml / ¼ pint 

fresh lukewarm 

milk 

60ml / 4 tbsp 

lukewarm water 

5ml / 1 tsp salt 

5ml / 1tsp mixed 

spice 

2.5ml ½ tsp 

ground cinnamon 

100g / 4oz 

currants 

50g / 2oz chopped 

mixed peel 

50g / 2oz butter 

melted and cooled 

1 egg beaten 

50g / 2oz 

granulated sugar 

45ml / 3 tbsp 

fresh milk 

Method 

Sift 100 g / 4 oz flour into a bowl.  Add 5ml / 1 tsp 

of caster sugar 

Blend fresh yeast with milk and water.  If using 

dried yeast dissolve 5ml / 1 tsp sugar in milk and 

water and sprinkle yeast on top.  Leave to stand for 

10 mins in a warm place until frothy. 

Add to sifted flour and sugar 

Mix well and leave for 20-30 minutes or until frothy 

Meanwhile sift remaining flour, salt and spices into 

another bowl.  Add remaining caster sugar, currants 

and peel.  Toss lightly together 

Add to yeast mixture with butter and beaten egg.  

Mix to a fairly soft dough that leaves sides of bowl 

clean 

Turn out on to a floured work surface and knead for 

5 minutes or until dough is smooth and no longer 

sticky 

Cover, leave to rise until doubled in size 

Turn out on to a floured work surface.  Knead 

lightly and divide into 12 equal sized pieces 

Shape each into a round bun.  Stand well apart on a 

lightly greased and floured baking sheet 

Cover and leave to rise for 30 minutes or until 

dough feels springy when pressed lightly with a 

floured finger. 

Cut a cross on top of each with a sharp knife.  Bake 

at 220 degrees C / 200 degrees C Fan / Gas Mark 7 

for 20-25 minutes 

Make glaze by dissolving granulated sugar in milk 

and boiling for 2 minutes 

Transfer buns to a wire cooling rack and brush twice 

with glaze 
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Crossword 

 

Across 

1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  

4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  

8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe  it’                       

(John 20:25) (2,3)  

9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing     

Jeremiah’s message  



13 

 

 (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  

10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral 

Majority, Jerry — (7)  

11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  

12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  

17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 

27:3–4) (5) 

19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken 

with the Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7) 

21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 

22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 

23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 

1:26) (6) 

24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to 

visit me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6) 

Down 

1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   

2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 

3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  

5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 

6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  

7 He reps (anag.) (6)  

9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 

13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her 

treasury (Acts 8:27)  

 (7) 
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14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much 

wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  

15 The human mind or soul (6)  

16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; 

their bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6) 

18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  

20 Bared (anag.) (5) 

Solution on page 17 

 

 

To Colour 
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From the Editor 
 

Thank you to everybody who has contributed to the magazine,  If 

anybody has anything they would like to share with readers of the 

magazine, please either write it down and give it to me or email it to me 

at mu@susanmfoster.co.uk.  Please send  text in either email form or as a 

word attachment and send photos as jpg attachments. 

The deadline for articles for the May magazine is 20th April. 

 

 

Crossword Solution page 12 

 

ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.  

11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.  

22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.  

 

DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist.  

7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche.  

16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar. 

 

 

  

mailto:mu@susanmfoster.co.uk
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Who’s Who? 

 

 

 

 

Vicar Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Curate Revd. Sharon Crofts 07484 283874 
 
 

 

Church Wardens Mr Nick Miles 

 

02476  394339 

 Mrs Sally Young 

 

02476 397276 

PCC Secretary Mrs Carol Miles 02476 394339 

Treasurer Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Planned Giving Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Mothers’ Union Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 

Verger Mr David Hodson 07773 992270 

Weddings Mr Nick Miles and  

Mrs Carol Miles 

 

 

 

02476 394339 

Flowers Mrs Jan Blamire-Brown 02476 395467 

Baptism Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Community Centre 

Bookings 

Olwyn Hardy 

 

02476 397961 

 

Sunday School Mrs Ruth Kinderman 02476 395326 

Magazine editor Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 

 
 

Church website: http://www.holytrinityhartshill.co.uk/ 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/ 

Hartshill Mothers’ Union website: http://hartshillmu.uk/ 

Prayer Requests prayers.holytrinity@gmail.com 

http://www.holytrinityhartshill.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/
http://hartshillmu.uk/
mailto:prayers.holytrinity@gmail.com


19 

 

 



20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


